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We are still accepting registrations
for our local classes.  You can
come to class with payment ready
and we will fit you in.  
The webclass wil be starting the
week of Oct. 1.  Registration for
the webclass will be up in the next
week or so.   I will let you know as
soon as it is up.
If you need help, please call me
and I can take your registration
over the phone at 604 855 3409.
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By now, you’ve heard God tell you who
you are to him.  Perhaps he called you his
beloved son or daughter, his faithful
servant, or precious friend.  Now, let’s
borrow his spiritual eyes to ask, “How do
you see me?”

Excepts from “Rivers From Eden”, Brad and Eden
Jersak, Fresh Wind Press,C 2004

One day when I asked God this question, 
I saw an oyster shell and concluded that
God sees the pearl of the kingdom he had
placed in my heart.  But he said, “No,
that’s not it.  While the pearl is precious,
you believe too easily that I only love you
because I see something perfect that I’ve
planted with in you - some thing that’s not
really you.  But I’m showing you the
oyster, because I’m fascinated by the
shell.  I see that unique bumpy shell as
your personality.  I’m intrigued by the way
life has shaped you.  I like you.”

How do you see me?

To further explore questions and
conversations with God, check out “Rivers
From Eden” at www.freshwindpress.com 
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Guess what!  Samuel’s Mantle is turning seven!  That’s

right, as we go into classes next week, we are starting
our seventh year.  It’s amazing that what started as a
dream in Murray’s heart and then my asking him while
in the middle of his desert, “What do you really want to
do?” has become this thriving, growing school and
company of people who are learning together to hear
and listen to his voice.  
A big part of that growth this year will be the webclass. 

“Samuel’s Mantle Online” is about to launch.  Oct. 1 is
our target start date.  
We are planning to have a video available to download

each week, both for Windows Media and Quicktime. 
There will also be notes for each class.  We are also
planning to have a forum for students to be able to
interact online.  This will be great for doing the drills
together.  I’m sure that as things develop, there will be
lots more going on.  
For groups who would like to go through the class

together, we will have two different bandwidth sizes to
download.  One for a single computer and one for a
larger screen.  There will be a flat rate for a group
download and then individual fees per student in the
group.  This will mean that each student will still be able
to join in on the forum discussions as well.
If you are interested in helping with moderating the

forum, please let me know.  
Sorry if I got all technical on you. I don’t understand

half of what I just said.  I’m just repeating what the
computer guys have told me.

That’s all for now.
See you soon!
Kelly Dueck
604 855 3406
kelly@samuelsmantle.com



��������	���	� �� 	���

��������
CLASS 1: WHO'S PROPHETIC?  The priesthood of all believers

is a well-accepted concept in the church. But what about the
prophetic mantle? We all believe Pastor's and Teachers are given
gifts by God but we would never let an untrained Pastor or Teacher
lead our church. When it comes to prophetic gifting many people
believe if it's God it shouldn't require any training. Does this hold up
to scripture? Or should we be training Prophets as we do Pastors
and Teachers? 

CLASS 2: BLOCKS TO HEARING  - If we are all called to walk in
the prophetic then why can't we? This is the question DVD 2 asks
and answers. We look at the difference between the soul - mind,
will, and emotions - and our spirits. We then study the effects of the
training of our souls by our surrounding culture and how this
training affects how we receive from God. In other words, we will be
looking at how our world view affects our ability to receive from God.

CLASS 3: PARADIGMS How much do our paradigms affect the
way we see life? Could it be that Jesus spoke in symbolic language
because the people saw Jesus through their current worldview?
Did Jesus have to speak in parables because he didn't fit their
expectations? If the disciples who spoke to Jesus themselves didn't
get what he was about because of their outlook, how about us
today? Could it be that God still uses dreams, visions and signs to
help us get past our false paradigms?

CLASS 4: TRAINING DISCIPLES  How important was symbolic
language in the O.T.? An overview of events shows how many O.T.
events tie in to a symbolic dream, vision, or sign. Jesus also trained
the disciples in this language through his parables. And later on he
expects them to know their meanings without his help. In Acts 2
Jesus poured out this symbolic language on all believers, but what
about us who are now to live like them? Should we be in language
study ourselves?

CLASS 5: THE PUZZLE In Acts 10:9-16 Peter has a vision from
God that challenges his worldviews. Why did Peter have to value
symbolic language, work through his paradigms on the way, and
only then finally figure out what God wanted? Murray gives an
example that shows how God still speaks the same way and why it
was this type of language that God decided to release at
Pentecost. 



                                                          The Comic Mr. X, c2006

OTHER TOPICS COVERED IN FIRST YEAR:

Following the signs:  What is a sign?  Are we supposed to watch
for them?  How much emphasis does God place on signs?

The great author and the flow of his storied - timelines!  Identifying
and interpreting timelines in the Bible, history, the news and in our
personal lives.  What is God saying in everyday events all around
us?

Faith:  a relationship, not an emotion.  Guidelines for stepping out
in faith.  The key to the temple = faith!

Continuing further into the temple:  journaling, biblical use of the
imagination.

Discernment:  does and don'ts, how to tell the difference getween
a wolf and the wounded, practising the gift of discernment.

Burden bearing:  a gift from birth, family issues, signs of
unredeemed issues, safety mechanisms, cures to live a life of
normalcy.

Dealing with personal pain:  what is the biblical model for dealing
with emotions?  The process of turning the emaotional system back
on...cleansed.  

Introduction to dreams:  symbolic language, meeting Jesus in your
dreams, how dreams connect to the spiritual realm.
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Cultural Expressions:

On our previous newsletter we discussed the need to be grounded in the
bible, and in particular the biblical interpretation of symbols.  In this edition
we will be looking at cultural symbols.

I remember seeing an interesting event on television years ago: President
George Bush Senior sitting on a patio with either the President of Indonesia
or Malaysia.  The President of the U.S. was very relaxed sitting with one
leg crossed over the other so that you could see the bottom of his foot.  The
next day in the paper I found out that this upraised foot had caused an
uproar!  Why?  Because in those Asian cultures to show someone the
bottom of your foot was to state something along the line of them being
under your feet, or in other words under your power.  Not something the
U.S. President wanted to convey at all! 

This bring us to our topic of today: cultural expressions in images, actions,
colloquialisms, and wordplay.

It is important to realize we have all grown up in a cultural environment
where certain things probably mean the same thing for the whole
society…but this may not hold true for cultures other than our own.  

To find out what something means in our own culture we don’t need to
look too far past our own colloquial expressions.  For example when you
dream of a car it often represents a direction you are going with your life,
career, ministry, etc…our colloquial expressions confirm that.  For example
if I were to say that, “I am stuck in second gear,” or "stuck in a rut,” or, “it’s
life in the fast lane,” most people in North America would know what I’m
talking about: not my car…but my life.  These are common colloquial
expressions comparing our lives to vehicles and just like these expressions,
our dreams often pick up the same cultural queues.  If I have a dream about
driving my car and I’m stuck in second gear, or a rut, or stuck in the fast
lane I often know exactly what that dream is trying to tell me because I
know the symbolic language of my culture.

Here is a biblical example I will lift out of my book, “If This Were a
Dream What Would it Mean?”

Gideon

We use colloquial expressions all the time.  Here are a few examples;

‘I’m sweating bullets.’

‘Who let the cat out of the bag.’

‘Its raining cats and dogs.’

‘You’re a pain in the neck.’

An example of Old Testament colloquialism in action is from the story of
Gideon. I’m sure this example of colloquial expression came to Peter’s
mind because it used food to make a point as Peter’s own vision also did.



Gideon has his army together, but is still a little spooked.  The Lord tells
him to sneak down to the Midianite camp and listen to what the enemy is
saying.  The Lord tells Gideon that what he will here will be an
encouragement to him. {Judges 7:10-11}

Gideon arrived just as a man was telling a friend a dream.

“I had a dream,” he was saying.  “A round loaf of barley bread came
tumbling into the Midianite camp.  It struck the tent with such force that the
tent overturned and collapsed.”

 His friend responded, “This can be nothing other than the sword of
Gideon the son of Joash the Israelite.  God has given the Midianites and the
whole camp into his hands.”

 When Gideon heard the dream and it’s interpretation, he worshipped God.

Judges 7:13-15

There are a few reasons this dream was significant; first of all that Gideon
was considered a barley cake.  Barley was a second best alternate to fine
flour.  This image was in reference to Gideon and his family.  When the
angel had found Gideon he had been threshing wheat in a winepress.  To
connect Gideon with making bread would have been obvious to the
Midianites.  When the Midianites talked of Gideon they saw him as
someone inferior, just barley, not fine wheat like them.  Thus they came to
an accurate interpretation of the dream.  The Lord had reached into the
dreamers mind and found a symbol or saying the Midianites used about
Gideon.  That is why the dream was so easy to interpret for them.  They
were about to be rolled over by someone they saw as inferior, as barley. 
The Midianites had used a derogatory term about Gideon.  Now the
Midianites saw that derogatory term used against them.  They knew what it
meant and what was to come.

Another rendering of this passage is, 

‘a trembling noise of barley bread.’

Meaning that someone of no repute was going to make the great army
tremble.  This would have been a well-understood colloquial expression
among Midian at the time.  Because of this common colloquialism the
meaning of the dream was apparent.  Once again barley represented
someone of no account causing the mighty to tremble.

There are many other examples of wordplay and colloquial expression in
the bible that are covered in my book, Jeremiah seeing the almond branch,
Jesus being born in Nazereth, Peter being called the ‘rock,’ (Petra)…these
are all in the book and I am sure most of you have that so let me end with
one modern example to put this all into context.



This is a dream my mother in-law, Sally, had a number of years ago now
but it illustrates the need to understand wordplay and colloquial expression.
To put it in context my mother in-law had been praying about changing
churches when she had the following dream.

Sally dreamt that she was trying to get on a bus but she didn’t have the
right change.  After she made it on the bus and arrived at the church they
didn’t have the course she wanted but were instead teaching a basket
weaving course.  The wordplay in the dream?  That Sally couldn’t make the
change (as in change churches) and she was on the wrong course, (as in
going the wrong way)

Maybe one last example…a number of years ago I had a dream in which I
had a plate in front of me and all that was on it were three easter lilies.  I
knew in the dream that that was what was for supper that day but there was
no way that I was going to eat it!  What could it mean?  I had just told
someone the above section of the dream and they asked me this question,
“what is on your plate right now?”  In our culture that means, “so what are
you dealing with right now.”  Immediately I knew what the dream was
about…but what about the easter lilies, you ask?  

Well, what they meant to me was the important question in regards to the
lilies and we are out of space so that will have to wait until our next
newsletter!  Until then go through your dream journal keeping in mind our
cultural expressions; colloquialisms, wordplays, puns, riddles…see what
you can find that God has hidden right in front of you!


